UNIT

QLY Present perfect and past (2) (I have done and | did)

Do not use the present perfect (I have done) when you talk about a finished time (for example,

yesterday / ten minutes ago / in 1985 / when I was a child). Use a past tense:

® The weather was nice yesterday. (not ‘h

as been nice’)

® They arrived ten minutes ago. (not ‘have arrived’)

[ ate a lot of sweets when I was a child. (not ‘have eaten’)
A: Did you see the news on television last night? (not ‘Have you seen’)

B: No, [ went to bed early. (0t ‘have gone’)

.....

® When did they arrive? (not ‘have they arrived’)

® What time did you finish work?
Compare:

Present perfect

® Tom has lost his key. He can’t get into
the house.

We are thinking of the present result of the
action: Tom doesn’t have his key now.

Here, we are not thinking of the past action.

Past simple

® Tom lost his key yesterday. He
couldn’t get into the house.

Here, we are thinking of the action in the

past. We don’t know from this sentence

whether Tom has his key now.

Compare present perfect and past:

Present perfect (have done)
® TI've done a lot of work today.

We use the present perfect for a period of
For example, today, this week, since 1985.

|
r zmﬁnlished g

today
!
I
now

past

® |t hasn’t rained this week.

e Have you seen Ann this morning?
(it is still morning)

e Have you seen Ann recently?

e | don’t know where Ann is.  haven’t
seen her. (= | haven’t seen her recently)

e We’ve been waiting for an hour.
(we are still waiting now)

® Jan lives in London. He has lived there
for seven years.

® | have never played golf. (in my life)

The present perfect always has a connection
with now. See Units 7-12.

time that continues from the past until now.

Past simple (did)
® | did a lot of work yesterday.
We use the past simple for a finished time

in the past. For example, yesterday, last
week, from 1985 to 1991.

< finished =] !

yesterday

past now

® [t didn’t rain last week.

® Did you see Ann this morning?
(it is now afternoon or evening)

® Did you see Ann on Sunday?

® A: Was Ann at the party on'Sunday?
B: I don’t think so. I didn’t see her.

® We waited (or were waiting) for an

hour. (we are no longer waiting)
® lanlived in Scotland for tep years
Now he lives in London. :
I'didn’t play golf when I was on
holiday last summer.

I'he past simple rells us only about the

8 ot 13 |
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past. See Units 5-6.
e
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EXERCISES
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derlined parts of these sentences right or wrong? Correct the ones that are wrong.

e lost my key. I can’t find it anywhere. ... RIGHT

Have you seen the news on television last night? .. WRONG: Did
Lve bought a new car. Do you want to see it?

Lve bought a new car last week.

Where have you been yesterday evening?
Jenny has left school in 1991.

'm looking for Mike. Have you seen him?

P'm very hungry. I haven’t eaten anything today.
Diane hasn’t been at work yesterday.

k. £

When has this book been published?

Make sentences from the words in brackets. Use the present perfect or past simple.

it / not / rain / this week) It hasn’t rained this week.

(

(the weather / be / cold / recently) The weather
(it/cold / last week) It ...

(I/ not / read / a newspaper yesterday) I
(I/not/read/a newspaper today)

(Ann / earn / a lot of money / this year)
(she / not / earn / so much / last year)
(you / have / a holiday recently?)
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3 Put the verb into the correct form, present perfect or past simple.

e

1 Idon’t know where Amy is. ... Have you seen (you/see) her?
2 Whenl e e S SR (gerithome 15t nighic (Lo St S s (be)
Byt Lot .t B (go) straight to bed.
B Yourcaclooks very clean. ... i 00 (yow/wash) it?
RO et s (not/be) very well last week.
T (work) in a bank for 15 years. Then he gave it up.
6 Molly lives in Dublin. She ... (live) there all her life.
P i S (you/go) to the cinema last night?* “Yes, but it
................................................... {be). d mistalie e Al et e B SIS (be) awful.’
8 My @ andblter . .. .. e S [die) 30 Y6218 BEO. ] ittt s i
(never/meet) him. :
9 Idon’t know Carol’s husband. I ... (never/meet/him).
10 A: Is your father at home? B: No, 'm afraid he ... (go) out.
A: Whien exactly . . it i e (he/go) out? B: About ten minutes ago.
11 A: Where do you live? B: In Boston. :
Az How OB b v ik b r e st (you/live) there?  B: Five years.
A: WHETE 505 v oh w3 (you/live) before that?  : In Chicago.
A And RO OB LR 0ot ool it i, (yowlive) in Chicago? B: Two years.

4 Write sentences aboul yourself using the ideas in brackets.

1
2
3
4
5

(something you haven’t done today) ..I haven't eaten any fruit toda
(something you haven’t done today)

(something yOAIANIE FBEOOITLAY) . oo wriisisssiinssrsssounsercisiivsenessoceorssiabions s oees oty oee oot b
(something you did yesterday evening)
(something you haven’t done recently)

i - —mnathinag van’ve dane a lat reacantlo)
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